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Dear

Apologies for the delay in responding.

Thank you for consulting Natural England on the above planning application. Section 36C of The Electricity Act 1989
The Electricity Generating Stations (Variations of Consents)(England And Wales) Regulations 2013 requires you to
consult Natural England. Please note that our initial screening of this consultation indicates that one or more lmpact
Risk Zones have been triggered by the proposed development indicating that impacts to SSSIs are likely and may be

significant. The dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the data.gov.uk website.

Please see the attached guidance note for potential impacts to SSSI's notified for bats.

Natural England is unable to provide a more detailed response to this consultation, as we have to take a risk bas'ed

aPProach in decidihg when to provide detailed advice to consultations. Consequently, the decision maker should
req uest from the developer sufficient information as may be necessary for it to assess the impacts likely to arise and
any rnitigation measures that may be necessary. You should use the lmpact Risk Zones to inform any requests for
further information, as they have been designed to advise when proposed development is likely to affect a SSSI.

Public bodies have responsibilities towards the conservation of SSSIs under s28e of the Wildlife & Countrvside Act
(1981 

as amended), and your biodiversity duties under s40 of the NERC Act 2006. lf you have not already done so,
we recommend that you ensure that sufficient information in the form of an SSSI impact assessment report or
equ ivalent is requested.

NaturalEngland has not assessed this application for impacts on protected species. Natural England has published
Standing Advice which you can use to assess impacts on protected species or you may wish to consult your own
eco logy sgrvices for advice.

NaturalEngland and the Forestry Commission have also published standing advice on ancient woodland and veteran
trees which you can use to assess any impacts on ancient woodland.

The lack of comment from Natural England does not imply that there are no impacts on the natural
envire6mgnt. Other bodies and individuals may be able to provide information and advice on the environmental
value of this site and the impacts of the proposal to assist the decision making process. We advise you to obtain
specialist ecological or other environmental advice when determining the environmental impacts of development

Please contact us again should you wish to discuss this advice further

Kind regards
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Essex, Herts, Beds, Cambs, Northants
Natural England

County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester
WR5 2NP
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We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and England's
traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations.

Natural England offers two chargeable services - The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) provides pre-application,
pre-determination and post-consent advice on proposals to developers and consultants as well as pre-licensing
species advice and pre-assent and consent advice. The Pre-submission Screening Service (PSS) provides advice for
protected species mitigation licence applications.

This emailand any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. lf you have received it in error you have no
authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst
this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruSes whilst within the Natural Engla nd
systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems
may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
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NATURAL ENGLANDIS LOCAL PLANNING CONSULTATION ADVICE FOR
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN OR NEARBY DESIGNATED SITES WITH BATS AS NOTIFIED
FEATURES - version 1, January 2019

Natural England's initial screening of this planning application has identified that the
proposed development has the potential to adversely affect a Site of Special Scientific
lnterest (SSSI)1 designated for hibernating or breeding bats i.e. the relevant lmpact Risk
Zones have been triggered. As protected species bats are capable of being a material
consideration in the determination of planning applications, in this case they form the notified
interest of an SSSI and therefore it is section 28i of the Wildlife & Countryside'Act 1g81 (as
arnended) that is the relevant legislation in this case (i.e. for proposals with the potential to
affect an SSSI).

Please note that this advlce, where specifically referred to in our consultation response, only
lPRlies to development proposals within Essex, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire, Suffolk and Norfolk planning authorities.

Standing Advice
Natural England has produced Standinq Advice on survey methods, mitigation, risk
reductions and where necessary, compensation measures to avoid harmlng to bats or their
habitat. Natural England has also produced Standinq Advice for review of abplications that
we hoqe will assist you. We have also produced Standino Advice for proteCted areas and
sites. Given that Sites of Special Scientific lnterest that have bats as notifieOTealures rnay
have woodland, our Standinq Advice on Ancient woodland. ancient trees and veteran trees
may be relevant depending in the nature of the planning application

Reasons for Notification of sites of special scientific lnterest (sssl)
Background information on SSSIs and their notified features can be found on the Maqic
website. Refer to the SSSI citation in order to understand the special interest of the SSSI
and its sensitivities. Please note that this thematic advice note only covers bal hibernating
populations and maternity roosfs notified features: there may be other (non-bat) notified
features present within the sssl that will need assessing in addition.

lmpacts on Bat ssSl Notified Features, which may need addressing
Bats use habitat features (such as hedgerows) and the wider landscape in different ways
and different species have different requirements for feeding, breeding and hibernating. tt is
important to recognise that the 'zone of influence (ZOl)'2 of a planning application outside of
a SSSI boundary may include areas that extend beyond the red line boundary of the
application and may extend inside the boundary of the SSSI. Planning applications have the
potential to have an impact upon the population of SSSI bats, particularly if the proposal
involves modifying, destroying or creating the following habitats that are used for roosting,
commuting and foraging:

r Trees (including hedge-rows and lines of trees);. Underground sites (including caves, cellars, tunnels, basements etc); and. Water features.

1 SSSIs within the counties of Essex, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire, Suffolk and Norfolk are
Hangman's Wood & Deneholes SSSI, Eaton Chalk Pit SSSI, Grime's Graves SSSI, Horringer Court iaves SSSI, Litfle
Blakenham Pit SSSI, Stanford Training Area SSSI, and The Glen Chalk Caves, Bury St. Eimund's SSSI. please note that this
advice does not apply to consultations nearby or within Eversden and Wimpole Wo6Os SSS| or paston Great Barn SSSI.
Please notes that other SSSI may also support bat populations, but these may not be notified features of the SSSI.2 Defined by the Chartered lnstitute of Ecology and Environmental Management in Guidetines for ecologicat impact
assessmenf ,n the UK and lreland (2016) as "the area over which ecological features may be subject ti significant effects as a
result of the proposed project and associated activities".



ln addition, planning applications have the potential to disturb SSSI-notified bat species
populations if they affect or change light levels at the SSSI or key commuting or foraging
routes, or if the proposal may lead to an increase in access by people or animals to the
SSSI.

The application submission should provide a proportionate set of evidence and conclusions
regarding impacts on bats as notified features of the SSSI. These will usually be in the form

of a SSSI Bat Survey report, and they should allow your planning authority to assess
whether (and to what extent) any of the following impacts exist:

(i). Chanqes to bat roostins features at the SSSI
Bats may hbve maternity (summer) or winter (hibernation) roosts, and these can occur in
buildings, bridge-like structures (including aqua- or via-ducts), trees and in underground
sites. Therefore the conversion, modification or demolition of buildings or bridges (or the
closure or obstruclion to bat roost entrances/exits, usually at roof-level), the felling or pruning

of trees that have bat roost features3, or alterations to access points of underground sites
(e.g. artificial closing of an entrance to a cave) should be avoided. The Bat Survey Report
should clearly evidence the locations of bat roosting features within the ZOl.

(ii). Chanqes to commutinq flioht paths and foraoino habitats within the ZOI
Bats use landscape features to navigate and move around the area in order to commute to
and from roosts and foraging areas. Certain 'fight paths'will be more important than others,
and if these key flight paths are not fully known or mapped within the Bat Survey Report,
further information should be sought (from the applicant, or from local bat experts - see
advice below). Therefore, the felling of individual trees, severance or removal of treelines or
hedgerows, changes to major water features such as ponds and watenrvays, should be

avoided, as should changes in the site layout and lbcal environment which affect the bats'
ability to follow established flight-paths. The construction of roads that sever important flight
path features or important foraging habitats (and may have artificial lighting) should be
avoided.

(iii). Chanoes to veoetation cover within the SSSI boundarv. or nearbv
Vegetation cover can be critical in helping to stabilise temperature and humidity levels, and

these levels are crucial for successful hibernation. The cutting or removal of structural
vegetation (i.e. mature canopy trees, understorey vegetation, boundary hedgerows) within or
nearby the SSSI boundary must be avoided.

(iv). Chanqes to levels of access
Access by people or animals - whether these are permitted or not - may increase
disturbance or damage to important foraging vegetation and/or there may be direct impacts if

hibernating bats are within reach of people (for example within a cave with unrestricted
access). git in their roosts are sensitive to disturbance from temperature changes from
human body heat, the use of torches etc. Planning applications must not increase public

access to SSSI's notified for bats, and such SSSI's should not be counted towards open
space provision, and should not be used to hold children's play facilities or dog-walking
routes (for: example), which should all be sited outside the SSSI boundary.

(v). Chanqes to liqhtinq within the ZOI
Bats are sensitive to light levels, and changes to lighting within 50ma of bat features such as

lines of trees, woodland or waterbodies may affect their commuting behaviour, causing them
to avoid previously used foraging areas or commuting flight paths. Natural darkness should

1 Different species have different preferences, and these can include hollow trees and branches, caves and underground

structures, buildings (inside and outside, such as under roof- and ridge{iles or boarding, or in roof-spaces).
4 This distance is derived from a 'trigger list' produced by the Bat Conservation Trust for LPAs, in turn derived from planning

validation checkiists produced by the Association of Local Government Ecologists. Please refer to p14 at
https://cdn.bats.orq.uldpdf/Planning Advi.ce Pack for website 2015.pdf?mtime=20181 10'1 '151528



be maintained, and so light-spill onto the SSSI itself, or onto important roosting, commuting
and foraging habitats, must be avoided. Lighting modelling studies should be commissioned
if this is proposed, and the use of creative or novel lighting solutions encouraged, such as
timers, motion-sensitive lights, light screens or shields, etc. Public footpaths and rights of
way should be planned away from key bat areas, as they may typically require lighting for
health and safety reasons. The lnstitution of Lighting professionals has produced Guidance
Notg.8 Bats ?nd Artificial Lishtinq which planning officers may find useful in considffigllE6
avoidance and mitigation of artificial lighting impacts on bats.

(vi). Chanqes to noise levels
Bats may be disturbed from rest by significant rise in noise levels during both daytime and
night-time. Such impacts may be short-term during construction phases, and could originate
from the noise of machinery and construction noise, etc. or they may be longterm bec-ause
of the operational (ongoing) phase of the proposal.

Assessing or Uncertainty regarding impact to bats
Your planning authority should use the evidence provided to consider impacts to bats as a
notified feature of the SSSI, and evaluate whether the recommended avoidance and
mitigation measures are appropriate, and could be implemented and enforced. Should you
conclude that insufficient information has been provided in order to enable you to determine
whether or not bats as notified features of the SSSI may be affected, then you should
request further information from the applicant. SSSI mitigation measures should be secured
by suitably worded planning conditions or legal agreements.

Licensing
RegardleJs of Natural England's advice on SSSI issues, it is for the developer to decide
whether a Bat Mitigation Licence will be needed to execute the planning permission in
accordance with the protection of bats in law: the developer may need io'engage specialist
advice in making this decision. Natural Enoland's Pre-submission screeninolervice may be
of assistance to the developer.

Authorisation, assent or consent for SSSIs does not absolve the need for a European
protected species licence from Natural England where those activities would be othenrvise
unlawful. Bats are protected in their own right outside of their notification under SSSI
protection. However, it is important to note that if the application requires planning
permission, it is for the local planning authority to consider whether the permission would
offend against Article 12(1) of the Habitats Directive, and if so, whether the application would
be likely to receive a licence.

You should also seek environmental enhancement for as many of the impacts listed (i) - (vi)
above. For example, the proposal could include enhancement to bat commuting nigni linei 

'

through the planting of new hedgerows or the use of artificial hedgerows as tempoiary flight
paths.

Additional advice
Should the applicant require substantive advice regarding their proposal, or should the
planning authority seek additional advice on assessing the impacts of an application then
consult the following sources:

ln-house expertise. Your planning authority may have an in-house ecologist or a
retained ecological consultant, from whom advice should be sought.
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2. Local bat exoerts. Local bat experts and/or Local Bat Groups may be able to provide

aOvice relating to bat behaviour and flight patterns in the area concerned. For
contact details, see the Bat Conservation Trust website.

3. Natural Enqland's Discretionarv Advice Service. For further information on this
chargeable service, see the ouidance on Natural En and's advice services on
qov.uk website. Where impacts to SSSI's notified for bats are likely to be complex,
the.local authority is encouraged to advise the developer to apply for DAS.

4. Natural Enolan d's Pre-submission screenino service (PSS\ For further information
on this chargeable service regarding planning proposals and protected species
mitigation licences, see the quidance on the PSS on qov.uk website.

5. Good Practice Guidelines. The Bat Conservation Trust have produced Baf Surveys
for Professional Ecologisfs: Good Practice Guidelines that can be downloaded from
the Bat Conservation irust website, and the Chartered lnstitute of Ecologv and
Environmental Manaqement website has publications that may be useful.

6. Natural Enoland's Additional Advice. Development provides opportunities to secure
net gains for biodiversity and wider environmental gains, as outlined in the NPPF
(paragraphs 8,72, 102, 118, 170, 171, 174 and 175). We advise you to follow the
mitigation hierarchy as set out in paragraph 175 of the NPPF and firstly consider
what existing environmental features on and around the site can be retained or
enhanced or what new features could be incorporated into the development
proposal. Where onsite measures are not possible, you should consider off site
measures. Opportunities for enhancement might include:

r Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing
rights of way.

r Restoring a neglected hedgerow,
. Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.
r Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to

the local landscape.
. Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed

sources for bees and birds.
. lncorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.
. Designing lighting to encourage wildlife.
. Adding a green roof to new buildings.

You could also consider how the proposed development can contribute to the wider
environment and help implement elements of any Landscape, Green lnfrastructure
or Biodiversity Strategy in place in your area. For example:

. . Links to existing greenspace and/or opportunities to enhance and improve
access.
ldentifying opportunities for new greenspace and managing existing (and
new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.9. by sowing wild flower
strips)

. Planting additional street trees.

. ldentifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network or
using the opportunity of new development to extend the network to create
missing links.

r Restoring neglected environmentalfeatures (e.9. coppicing a prominent
hedge that is in poor condition or clearing away an eyesore).


